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Visceral neurology has long been the great morass of medical knowledge, not only for the student of medicine but for the experienced clinician as well. Fact and fancy have been so interwoven that at times they have been indistinguishable. This has been in no small part due to the inability of the physiologist to apply instruments of precision to the interpretation of subjective symptoms. Likewise the inability of the experimentalist to reproduce in the laboratory animal the phenomena so frequently apparent to the clinician has long retarded progress in this field. It is apparent that observation on laboratory animals must be confirmed, and the major portion of our knowledge of man must be derived from a study of man. Fortunately, or unfortunately, depending on the viewpoint, the activities of the "milieu interieur" so seldom enter the field of consciousness that they are difficult of interpretation. It is by an incisive study and interpretation of these phenomena observed in man that Dr. Livingston has made his chief contribution.
The book is conveniently divided into three parts, the first of which deals with the structure and functions of the visceral nervous system. This portion of the book (pages 5-55) contains a brief but adequate introduction to the anatomy, physiology, and pharmacology of the visceral nervous system, with particular reference to visceral pain and blood vessel function. The subject matter is made more interesting, and its value enhanced, by the introduction of the author's views on controversial points. The second portion (pages 59-127) describes the clinical conditions treated by visceral nerve surgery, with special emphasis on diseases of the blood vessels, angina pectoris, chronic arthritis, and a general section on pelvic disorders. The third section (pages 131-227) contains excellent chapters on prognostic methods and skin temperature studies, together with chapters on surgical technic and the treatment of intractable pain. The book contains 33 exceedingly instructive and lucidly written case histories, each worthy of perusal. The temperature charts are particularly instructive. The bibliography comprises 249 well-chosen references. In format the book achieves the usual high standard of Thomas publications.
For those interested in visceral neurology, one could wish that this excellent work could be developed into a more comprehensive reference text, but in so doing it would sacrifice much of its value for the student and clinician, who will find it by far the best treatise available on the clinical aspects of visceral neurology.
A. W. OUGHTERSON.
